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LETTER, Ye . 


Edinburgh, 19th March 1800, 
MY LORD, 


I TAKE the liberty of addreſſing your 


Lordſhip, as Chief Magiſtrate, and, through your 
Lordſhip, the Council of the City, upon a ſubject 
intereſting to myſelf; and the more ſo, as, in my 
apprehenſion, it is intereſting to all the inhabitants 
of Edinburgh. 

Your Lordſhlp will recollect, that, in the month 
of September laft, I had the honour to ſtate to your 
Lordſhip, and to the Town Council, the view I 
then entertained of the derangement and miſma- 
nagement which had long taken place in the Re- 
venue of the City, and the danger to which, in 
conſequence of this, the credit of the City was 
evidently expoſed. I had then occaſion to obſerve, 
that the Magiſtrates, from a ſeeming deſire of ob- 
viating theſe difficulties, had taken it upon them, 
by their own proper authority, to aſſeſs the inhabi- 
tants in the annual ſum of L. 1500 Sterling, which 
hey had applied to thejr Ordinary Expenditure ; 
and, that they had alſo thought proper to appra- 
priate, to the ſame purpoſe, ſeveral parts of annual 
ncome, which are deſtined by law, not to the Or- 
Finary Expenditure, but to purpoſes that are ſpe- 
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cial and entirely diſtinct from it; all which I con. 
fidered as illegal, of dangerous precedent, and 
tending to precipitate the ruin which threatened 
the credit of the Town. | 

Having made the above repreſentation, as I had 
the moſt perfect confidence in your Lordſhip's wiſ- 
dem and juſtice, and being alſo perſuaded, that it 
is the fixed ſentiment of the Magiſtrates and Coun. 
eil, as in duty bound, to maintain the rights, and 
to promote both the general and individual proſpe. 
rity of the inhabitants, I did not egtertain a doubt, 
that your Lordſhip, and the Council, would have 
proceeded to form and to carry into effect, ſuch 
wiſe regulations, reſpecting the Public Revenue, 
as might have averted the impending danger, put 
the credit of the City upon a reſpectable and ſolid 
foundation, and would have effectually put an end to 
all juſt complaints of illegal e or dange- 
rous precedent. 

I have' waited, for ſome time paſt; in expecta. 
tion of the happy effects of the wiſe and patriotic 
.exertions of the Magiſtrates and Town Council u- 
pon theſe important ſubjects; and I would have 
extended my patience yet farther, until the refto- 
ration of peace and plenty had ſet at reſt the pub- 
lic mind, and afforded the rulers of the: City, am- 
ple leiſure to give their attention to theſe momen- 
tous concerns; but I have lately had occafion tc 
obſerve, not only that the ſame ruinous meaſures 
are uniformly perfevered in, but that, with the 
moſt unacconntable inattention, the Magiſtrae) 
run ſtill on, without having even the ſemblance ol 
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un apology, to encreaſe the Public Expenditure, 
though it already ſo far exceeds the yearly Revenue 
of the City. This being the caſe, I can no longer 
reſiſt the call made upon me by many of the re- 
ſpectable inhabitants; I can no longer refiſt the 
ſenſe which I have of my own duty and intereſt, 
by which I feel myſelf impelled to ſtate to your 
Lordſhip, my ſentiments concerning ſome recent 
tranſactions of the Magiſtrates and Town Council, 
which not only, according to my apprehenfion, 
but in the opinion of many others, have a mani- 


feſt tendency to encreaſe the diſorders of the City 


Revenue, and otherwiſe become materially detri- 
mental to the intereſt of the Town; and, when I 
do fo, were I to form my hopes of the ſubſequent 
conduct of the Magiſtrates, upon the opinion I 
have ever entertained of your Lordſhip's candour, 
could not, for a moment, doubt, that,every mea- 
fure, inconſiſtent with the public good, would be 
immediately relinquiſhed. 
In ͤ the Edinburgh newſpapers of Thurſday laſt, it 
was announced to the public; that © Yeſterday, in the 
* Town Council, Mr Jacxson, Dean of Guild, made 
'*a motion to the following purpoſe : That the pa- 
riſn of St Andrew's, in the New Extended Royal- 
ty, which is at preſent a Single, be made a Colle- 
giate Charge: That the Rev. Mr David Ritchie of 
Kilmarnock, who had lately 6fficiated as aſſiſtant 


to thé Rev. Dr Moodie, to the entire ſatisfaction 


* of the ſeſſion and congregation of St Andrew's, 
© ſhould be ad the the the junior miniſter of that 
* pariſh ; the Town Couneil, at the ſame 


time 
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time, in teftimony of their reſpect and gratitude 
* to Dx Brax, for his able, uſeful, and long ſer. 
*, vices, ſhould engage Mr Ritchie to ſupply his 
* diet in the High Church. To this motion of Mr 
*. Jacxson, the Lord Provoſt, Magiſtrates, and 
Council, unanimouſly agreed, and enacted ac- 
« cordingly.” 

Upon the ſubject of this motion, and conſequent 
enactment, your Lordſhip will give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, that the Magiſtrates and Town Council 
have, in this, acted beyond their powers; and be- 
fides, have ſubjected the Revenues of the City to 
a very heavy burden, which is not only unneceſſa- 
ry and inexpedient, but, prejudicial to the public, 
in fo far as it tends to prevent the accompliſhment 
of meaſures neceſſary for the public good, which 
are within the power of the Magiſtrates, and -which 
it is their duty to bring into effect. 

I ſay, My Lord, the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh 
have no right, neither have they a competent au- 
-thority, to make an erection of any new charge, 
or introduce any new Clergyman into the body, or 
conſtitute him, by any new erected office they can 
confer on him, a member of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſnment.— The Ecclefiaftical Eſtabliſhment in 
Scotland, is, at preſent, preciſely defined by law, 
and the number gan neither be encreaſed nor dimi- 
niſhed but under the forms which the law pre- 
ſcribes; and it is equally competent to the Magi- 
ſtrates, to add an additional Bailie to their own 
number, as toadd an additional Eccleſiaſtical Mem- 
ber to the Church. Mr Jacxsox appeared com- 

pletely 
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pletely ignorant of this, when he came ' forward 
with his motion, ſo contrary to law, and fo ſub- 
yerſive of all order, and the Council ſeem to have 
been equally ill informed, when, with ſo much 


precipitation, contrary to common uſe, they run 
on to make enactments ſo far beyond their powers, 


as if the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh could model the 
conſtitution of the Church at their pleafure. But, 
I am very ill informed, if the law of the land does 


not expteſsly direct, that, before the number of 


Clergymen, upon the Eftabliſhment in any pariſh, 
ſhall-either be encreaſed or dimmiſhed, the conſent 
of three-fourths of the property of the pariſn is re- 
quiſite, and even after that is obtained, it is not only 
neceſſary to obtain the conſent of the Preſbytery, 
in the bounds of which it lies, but alſo of the. Ge- 
neral Aſſembly of the Church; and furthermore, 
that the incumbent, eſtabliſhed in ſuch a charge, 
may have a legal right to the emoluments of his 
office, and that the new erected charge may be 
legal and permanent, the erection muſt be ſanction- 
ed by the Lords of Plantation of Kirks, Cc. Sr. 
But the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh have ſet aſide, 
by their own authority, theſe laws and ſettled con- 
ſtitutions, and attempted to impoſe a paſtor upon a 
pariſh, and a conſtituent member upon the Church 


of Scotland, in a manner fo irregular and fo uncon- 


ſtitutional, that it needs only to be noticed to your 
Lordſhip, to convince you, that theſe enactments 
of the Magiſtrates ought to be n by 

them. 
But farther, as the Magiſtrates of Edinburgh 
had 
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had no power to make a new paſtoral legal eſla. 
bliſhment in any pariſh, or to add to the Church a 
conſtituent Eccleſiaſtical Member, ſo, ſtill leſs have 
they it in their power to beſtow a ſtipend upon a 
charge thus conſtituted, unleſs they hall chooſe ti 


Pay him out of their own pockets. 


It 1s' true, that the Reyenue, appropriated to 
the ſupport of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment in 


the City, which is at preſent under the adminſtra. 
tion of the Magiſtrates, greatly exceeds the ſum 


actually expended for that purpoſe ; but this Re. 
venue is, in fact, the property of the Church, as by 
law eſtabliſhed, and is continually. ſubject to the 


neceſlary demands of the Clergy of the City. Their 


right is unalienable, and cannot be burdened with 
the expence of new erections ; and 1t is abſurd for 
the Magiſtrates to. pretend, that, by creating what 
number of Clergymen in the City they ſhall think 
proper, they may exhauſt that property, and there- 
by render it impoſſible, that the livings of the 
Clergy can ever be augmented, whatever the ne- 
ceſſity of the times may require. The Miniſters 
of the City, who are faithful to the intereſts of 
their ſucceſſors, will naturally be alarmed, when 
they are informed, (to the truth of which I can 
give them demonſtration) that, if a new efta- 
bliſhment is made in St Andrew's Church, the 
funds remaining will not afford, at- any. after pe- 
riod, an augmentation of ſtipend to each of them 


| beyond L. 45 annually, as that would exhauſt the 


whole of the funds which the Magiſtrates confider 


as * by law to that purpoſe, Every. 


landholder 


9 , 


landholder in Scotland has an equal right to ap- 
point a miniſter upon his eftate, that tne Magiſtrates 
have to appoint an addition I miniſter to the Town 
of Edinburgh; but the law will not permit any heri- 


to the prejudice of the miniſter who aircady is, 


P or may be eſtabliſhed in the parith where that 
eſtate lies; ſq it is obvious, the principles upon 
a. 0 
which Mr Jackson's motion, and the conſequent 
Im 
| determination of the Magiſtrates proceeded, are per- 
| y febtly untenable. 


ho But I muft take -the liberty farther to remark, 
that, even ſuppoſing the Magiſtrates had taken 
more time to deliberate before they had decided ; 
though they had obtained the formal conſent of 
4 the Church, and even the ſanction of the Lords of 
Ri Plantation, of Kirks, Oc. yet, in the preſent ſitua- 
ation of the Revenues of the City, I will take upon 
che ll me to fay, that it is unjuſt ; that it is beyond the 
power of the Magiſtrates, to alienate ſo large a 
um as L. 200 annually from their Revenues, to 
endow with a ſtipend, an additional Clergyman in 
the City, unleſs your Lordſhip, and the Council, 
ſhould have choſen to undertake perſonal reſponſi- 
fa. bility ; and this, from the cirtuniſtances of the caſe, 
tel probably be beld to be implied. 
The Magiſtrates aſſuredly know, and, I believe; 
there is not a gentleman in Edinburgh who has 


fer ordinary or general Expenditure of the City, ex- 
| reeds, by ſeveral thouſand pounds, their Ordinary 
Revenue, à progreſs which muſt prove ruinous to 
my eſtate. Now, ſuppoſing the Magiſtrates to be 
B | entitled 


tor, in any ſhape to alienate the teinds of his eſtate, » 


attended to the ſubject, but is convinced, that the 
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entitled to employ, upon their Ordinary Expendi. 
tare, that part of the Eccleſiaſtical Revenue which 
is not applied at preſent to. the ſupport of the 
Clergy. Is it juſt—ls it reaſonable—loaded as the 


City is with debt continually accummulating—Is 


it juſt— Is it reaſonable—that without the ſhadow 
of neceſlity, fo large a ſum as L. 200 annually, 
ſhould be for ever alienated from the Public Re- 
venue, which is already inadequate to the neceſſa- 
ry purpoſes? An attempt ot this nature is thought. 


leſs in the extreme; it is truly alarming; ; it is un. 


juſt to the public; unjuſt to the public creditor, 
and the City annuitants; and, I am perſuaded 
upon that footing, the deed might be reduced. 
The ſum of money neceſſary to purchaſe a perpe 
tuity of L. 200 a- year, (reckoning money perma- 
nently ſupk as worth 4 per cent.) would be Frvr 
Tnrovsand PounDs STERLING, Which is one view of 
the extent of the evil thus moſt graciouſly con- 
ferred upon the City. 

But what muſt be the impreſſion which ſuch 4 
tranſaction makes upon the public mind, when 
they are informed, that the Magiſtrates have made 
uſe of the popular pretence, of the neceſſity of 
ſupporting the Clergy already eſtabliſhed, to impoſe 
a tax upon the City, of noleſs an annual ſum than 
L. x500, which they have actually done, not under 
the ſanction of Parliamentary authority, without 
which, it is unlawful to exact any money from à Bri- 
tiſh ſubje&t ; and yet after they have been, as they 
pretend, compelled by neceſſtty to adopt ſo deſpe- 
rate an. expedient, they come immediately forward 
and announce to the public, that, without any ne- 
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ceſſity, they have added to the number of the 
Clergy, and burdened the City with an additional 
L. 200 per annum.—Can the Council poſſibly ima- 
gine, that ſuch a tranſaction will meet with the 
approbation of the community, or that they can 
fairly anſwer to their conſtituents, for ſuch an un- 
neceſſary waſte of the Revenue of the Town? 

I know, my Lord, though Mr Jacksox took care 
that this ſhould not be announced in the newſpa- 
pers—I know that he moved in Council to this 
purport :—* That having had ſome converſation 
with the members of St Andrew's Kirk Seſſion, 
he had reaſon to believe, that they were willing 
to provide for ſome part of the ſtipend to be paid 
* to Mr Ritchie, until a Church of one of the ſmall- 
* er pariſhes ſhould be uncollegiated ; and that a 
* Committee be appointed to converſe 'with the 
8eſſion on that buſineſs; which was agreed to by 
the Council accordingly. This motion, give me 
leave to obſerve, is palpably replete with abſurdi- 


ties, upon which it is needleſs to dwell ; ſuffice it 


to ſay, that Mr Jacxsow himſelf n perfectly 
ſenſible, that he had no intention by this ſecond 
motion, but to carry the object of his firſt ; becauſe, 
upon its being put 10 him, he refuſed to conjoin 
them together, and to make the appointment of 


Mr Ritchie conditional, declaring, in his place, that 
Jit behoved the firſt motion to ſtand, and to paſs 


into a law, be the fate, or the iſſue of the ſecond 
what it might ; ſo, that by rendering that appoint- 
ment abſolute, his ſecond motion became com- 
pn ridiculous; it being abſurd to ſuppoſe, that 
| B 2 the 
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the Elders of St Andrew's Seſſion, were ſuch 
downright fools, as to give away their money to 
the Town, after their object was ſecured to them 
without it, bythe vote of the Council; and it betrayed 
a want of information, on the part, as well of the 
Council, as of Mr Jacksox, not a little ſtriking, that, 
in a tranſaction of this kind, the bargaining for à pre- 
ſentation, is Simony direct. At any rate, it is in vain 
for the Magiſtrates to ſuppoſe, that they can un- 
collegiate any Church at their pleaſure, merely 
that they may collegiate another; and they may 
reſt aſſured, that if once an additional Clergyman 
is ſettled, and made legal in St Andrew's Church, 


the burden of his ſtipend wil be a burden perma- 


nent on the Revenue of the Town. 

Were, indeed, the intereſts of religion concerncd 
in the meaſure, though I might have lamented 
the irregularity and illegality of it, I might have 
been induced ſilently to acquieſce; but when the 
ſubject is duly conſidered. 1 find, not only that 
the intereſts of religion are not promoted by the 
plan adopted by the Magiſtrates, but that it is di- 
rectly prejudicial to them. Far be it from me to 
ſay, that Mr Ritchie's miniſtry in the City would 
not be attended with particular benefit to the 1e- 


ligion and morals of the people. I know the Gen- 


tleman well, and eſteem him highly; I am certain 
that his education, his abilities, his attainments, 
and, above all, his pure and incorruptible--princi- 
ples, render him perfectly qualified to become an 


uſeful miniſter in this City; but I cannot help 


' thinking, and he muſt * me When I fay ſo, 
that, 


ſo, 
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that, in the preſent inſtance, there is no occaſion 
for the aili-iance ol his labou-s in the Church, or 
pariſh of St Andre . I have not heard, that theſe 
moſt reſpectable pariſhioners have made any com- 
plaint to the Preſbytery or Town Council they 
have not ſaid that they have found the parochial 
duty, either negligently or ineffectually yeriormed 
by their preſent able and worchy Paſtor; neither 
have they petitioned for further eccleſiaſtical aſ- 
ſiſtance. I have not heard that Dr Moodie has 
repreſented the weight of the charge as beyond 


his abilities; or that he has craved aſſiſtance, in or- 


der that the paſtoral duties may be performed 
more effectually in his pariſh. I rather apprehend, 


that, as he has undertaken the charge of the edu- 


cation of the youth, in one or the claſſes. of the 


Univerſity of Edinburgh, he confiders himſelf, 


moſt juſtly, (agreeably to the general opinion) ful- 
ly equal to the duties of the paſtoral office of the 
pariſh over which he is appointed What the 
neceſſity has then been, which has occurred to 
Mr Jacxs0N, in his abundant care of the ſpiritual 
concerns of the pariſh of St Andrew, to induce him 
to move the Gouncil to appoint an additional mini- 
ſter to that -pariſh, it is impoſſible for me to gueſs. 
I could much more eaſily have conceived a good 
reaſon, Why he might have propoſed to uncolle- 
giate all the ' Ghurches in Edinbargh,: than why he 
ſhould wiſh to have two miniſters placed in St An- 
drew's Church. Had he propoſed the erection of a 
number of new Churches, and to fill them with mini- 
ſters now officiating in collegiated charges—had 

| he 
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he propoſed to lay open theſe Churches to the poor, 


beneficial 


and to every perſon not in ability to pay for ac. wi 
cCeſs to a ſeat—had he propoſed to exact little or Th 
no rent for the ſeats, and thereby given the grdi-. 
| nary claſſes of the inhabitants an opportunity of _ 
being inſtructed in their duty, which is at preſent, 28 
by the exorbitant rent of the ſeats impoſſible, get 
ſuch meaſures would have conduced greatly to *. 
|. prevent defections from the Church—they would wer 
| have been- conducive to unity, good order, and 
found morals amongſt the people ; by ſuch mea- Ry 
ſures which have been long ago hinted at, and re- n 
commended by the Lord Provoſt, Mr Jacxsow yl 
would have met with the good will and chearful Fi 
ſupport of every individual ; but I believe there is 
3 ; b b cond 
not a man in Edinburgh, who thinks that a ſin- 2 
| gle charge in this City is a burden too heavy for we 
1 . any Clergyman, and I am certain there is not ati 
1 a man, acquainted with Dr Moodie, who is not 3 
1 ſatisfied, that he is as perfectly equal to that 3 
1 charge, as any Clergyman in Edinburgh; ſo that ts 0 
| d ſink for ever L. 200 Sterling annually, which, I ati. 
5 at 4 per cent. intereſt, is the ſame as if the 
| Town had contracted an additional debt of Fr IVE 2 
Tnousaxp PounDs STERLING, to do la thing ſo FT | 
ruinous, in order to give a Junior Clergyman to St Wy 
Andrew's Church, would, in the preſent drained ; 
fituation of the City Revenue, be unJusrT, and, at = 
| any rate, would be highly inexpedient ; for, if the \ 
| money could be ſpared, it evidently might be ap- OY 
1 plied to eccleſiaſtical ' arrangements, much more * 
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beneficial to the intereſts of religion, and the ma- 
tals of the inhabitants. 

As to the other purpoſe avowed in Mr Ie 3 
motion, the giving of an affiitant to Dr BLais, it is, 
ridiculous and incompetent. The Magiſtrates for- 
get themſelves. They not only think that they 
can erect a charge, and there place a Clergyman, 
making him a member of the Eccleſiaſtical Eſta- 
bliſhment at their pleaſure, and waſte the public 
money for no purpoſe, but they think themſelves 
entitled to preſcribe to him the duties which he 
muſt perform when admitted into the City; but it 
s right they ſhould be informed, that it is beyond 
the power, either of patron or people, to give a 
conditional preſentation or call to any gentleman 
to be miniſter of a pariſh, and no gentleman pre- 
ſented or called, would be in ſafety to make con- 
ditions, either by himſelf or friends, previous to his 
acceptance of either. I already ſtated, that it was 
direct Simomy, for the Kirk Seſſion of St Andrew 
to offer money to the Magiſtrates for their preſen- 
tation to Mr Ritchie, which, by Mr Jacksox's ſe- 
cond motion, it would appear they had done; and, 
if Mr Ritchie, in order to obtain the preſentation, 
ſhould engage in other duties diſtinct from the du- 
ties of his charge, this alſo might be conſtrued a 
ſpecies of Simony, and might overturn his ſettle- 
ment. | 

You may, PW employing : an  affiftant, impoſe 
what conditions you think proper, is your 
ſervant, and you pay him; but a gentlem{n, call- 
ed to the charge of a pariſh is independent, and 

can 


the Magiſtrates, is not only unneceſſary; and high- 
| | . bl 


"Bw 


can be bound to nothing, but to do the duties of 
the office to which he is appointed. —Even if that 
were not the caſe, the incence at preſent offered by 
the Magiſtrates, to the high reſpectability, and e- 
minent uſefulneſs of Dc BLAlg, is unworthy of his 


acceptance. The ſaving to him would be but a 


trifle,” and; in his opulent circumſtances, this is 
unneceflary ; he now employs an aſſiſtant, who is 


always at his command for the performance of e- 


very parochial duty; and Dr BLAR knows, that 
there are other duties incumbent upon a miniſter 


beſides preaching. There was, indeed, a time, 


when the Magiſtrates had it in their power to have 
paid a juſt tribute to the diſtinguiſhed abilities, and 
eminent ſervices of Dr Bran, to which they were 
called by the united voice of the City, I may ſay, 


by the voice of the whole kingdom, and they would 


then have done honour to themſelves, if they had 
placed him at the head of the ſeat of learning in 


the Univerſity; but, in the preſent inſtance, for 
them to ſay (which is all they can ſay) that in or- 


der to ſhew reſpect to Dr BLAIR, the Magiſtrates 
of Edinburgh will. 4ſt the. favour of Mr. Ritchie, 
that, when he becomes miniſter of St Andrew's 
Church, he will regularly /upply the place of the 
Doctor, by preaching for him in the High Church; 
I ſay, the favour is unworthy of Dr BLaik's ac- 
ceptance, and it is aſtoniſhing, the ridicule of 


the propoſal did not appear to Mr JackgoNn himſelf 
' when he:moved it. 


The whole of the ſcheme now enacted by 
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inexpedient, but, I will be bold ſay, it is very 
reprehenſible, and is far, indeed, from giving an 
apology tor the waſte of the City's funds, which 
are already in a ftate of great diſorder—it is far 
from giving a good reaſon, why the Magiſtrates 
ſhould add L. 200 annually, to the immenſe ſum 
by which their expenditure already exceeds their 
income—it is far from being a good apology for 
accumulating an additional burden of debt upon. 
the City, already ſo much oppreſſed—it is very far, 
indeed, from being ſufficient to induce the inhabi- 
tants of Edinburgh, to continue to ſubmit to the 
illegal impoſition of L. 1500 Sterling annually, or 
to be eaſy under the proſpect of additional bur- 
dens. Theſe are reaſons, which, in my appre- 
henſion, ſhould induce the Magiſtrates to re- conſi- 
der and recal their reſolutions of Wedneſday laſt. 

My Lord, the reaſons above ſtated, together 
with others which may readily occur to your Lord- 
ſhip's ſuperior diſcernment, have induced me to take 
the liberty. of making this addreſs to your Lord- 
ſhip, and the Town Council ; and, from my know- 
ledge of the City, I beg leave at the ſame time to 
intimate my apprehenſion, that if ſomething is not 
done to quiet the public mind, the exaction of the 
L. 1500, impoſed by the Magiſtrates, contrary to 
law, upon the inhabitants, will probably be reſiſt- 
ed; and, that methods may be likewiſe adopted 
to provide againſt fimilar attempts, as well as to 
enſure, that the ſums levied by the Magiſtrates, 
which were originally appropriated to different cha- 


ritable purpoſes, ſhall not be diverted from their 
| 0 


BY OS deſtination. 


| 


| | Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh. : . 


. It Win give 1 me dexprimyte © concern, 


| if ever ſach ſtrong meaſures ſhall become neceſſary 


„ Edinburgh, and it is one of my great objects, 
in this letter, that they may be prevented, as I am 
ſenfible they would be attended with very diſa- 
greeable etteds. 

It is very poſſible, the motives of my preſent 
conduct may be milrepreſented ; but it gives me no 
concern, what motives ſome may think Proper to 
ai gn Tor it— The objects I have propoſed are juſt 
250 worthy, and I have ſpoken to your Lordſhip 
with plainneſs and candour, As my duty to my- 
ſelk and to the public has impelled me to do ſo, 


Ithink myſelf entitled to your Lordfhip's fair con- 


Arodtion, and 1. beg to aſſare © your Lordſhip, that 
in no fituation can 1 forget the reſpect and vene- 
ration to which, as Chief Magiſtrate, your Lord- 
ſhip is entitled, nor the high « eſteem ſo juſtly due te 
vou as a Gentleman. 5 


lor the honour to be. 
My Lonp, 8 20 a 0 Sali 10 
Your TE 5 ah «6 ; 
\ Moſt humble, and 
Obedient Servant, 


2 . 55 T0. SMITH, 
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Sir Fames Stirling, Bart. „ = 
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